Falling for
Guysborough

For those who want to venture off the beaten path, a breath of fresh
air awaits in a seaside villuge

by SHELLEY CAMERON-MCCARRON
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sitting on the patio of the bustling Days Gone By Bakery &
Eatery, a sea breeze drifting in off Chedabucto Bay and the aroma
of homemade baking in the air. “People are attracted to the pace.

When you come here, you see the old houses and it’s almost like
you’ve driven back in time. People have a connection to that.”

ounding Route 16 from Boylston, Guysborough’s

Main Street unfolds lazily, the horizon dotted with

historic 19th-century homes set against a sheltered
harbour. Traditional life has been largely undisturbed by tourism.
Locals tend to marvel at how some residents of nearby towns
have never been here, though it is only 25 minutes off the Trans-
Canada Highway’s Monastery exit.

While the isolation has helped preserve a timeless rural beauty,
time hasn’t stood entirely still. Amenities include a luxurious inn,
microbrewery pub, and a nine-hole golf course. In 2002 Williams
bought DesBarres Manor, an elegant, 10-room, stately home that

Plcture perfect: the
Guysborough marina.

had been vacant for almost a year, and the following year reno-
vated it into a luxury inn. The 1837 dwelling was once home to
Supreme Court justice W. F. DesBarres.

Williams also owns the Rare Bird Pub & Eatery and Skipping
Stone Crafts and Gallery, landmark properties in the historic Jost and
Hart buildings on Main Street. The pub has a waterfront patio, live
stage, and handcrafted ales brewed on-site, all in the shadow of
Frenchman Nicholas Denys, who is thought to have begun Canada’s
first brewing operation in Guysborough in the mid-1600s.

Across the courtyard, the Skipping Stone houses more than
3,000 square feet of gallery and craft studio space. In May Williams,
who lives and works in Toronto but spends his summers in
Guysborough, purchased the nine-hole golf course on a 60-acre
peninsula, re-opening it as Osprey Shores Golf Resort, which has
accommodations, an outdoor pool, a clubhouse, and a pro shop.
So what prompts a former Bay Street man with interests in aero-
space investments to work part of the year here? “My vision was to
do something for the community in a sensible manner that was self-
sustaining and to give the young people an alternative to moving to
Alberta,” he says. “We’ve got the whole package; the challenge now
is to get the world beating a path to our door.”

A glimpse into Guysborough’s rich history can be found in
the monuments in Boylston Provincial Park and Halfway Cove
that pay tribute to Prince Henry Sinclair of the Orkney Islands off
Scotland. Sinclair is believed to have landed at Chedabucto Bay
in 1398, nearly 100 years before John Cabot landed in
Newfoundland. Over the past 600 years, native peoples, the
French, black and white United Empire Loyalists, the Irish, and
Europeans have rubbed shoulders here.

In the 1800s the harbour helped spawn a shipping industry as
the village developed as a service centre for surrounding commu-
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the Rara Bird Pub
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Northern Lights Christmas Tree Farms

| Going Global Staying Local...

A Tree Fit for "The King” When it comes to
tree farming, Northern Lights Christmas Tree Farms
isfit for *The King", exporting over 70% of its
Balsam and Canaan Fir troes from here to
Graceland and heyond, Other value-added products
such as garland and wreaths are alsa sold across
the globe. “Having a supporive fnancial institution
and knowledaeable people in econemic development
has: greatly contibuted to pur success [n exporting,”

Trade Team
Nova Scotia

For mare information on
Nerthern Lights Christmas
Tree Farm contact s at
902-641-2142 or browse to
warw, niltreefarms.com

Far more information an
exporting contact Trade Team

| NovaScetin at 1-888-811-1119
ar www. ttns.gov.ns.ca




